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What are the EU Partnerships?
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European Partnerships are initiatives in which the EU 
Commission and private and/or public partners commit 

themselves to jointly support the development and 
implementation of a research and innovation 

programme. 

They make a significant contribution in achieving EU’s 
political priorities, such as the Green Deal, Europe’s 

digital strategy, pandemic preparedness

Source: ERA-Learn: https://www.era-learn.eu/

https://www.era-learn.eu/


What are partnerships?

Collaborative framework between EU + Member States
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+ Industry

+ Private sector

+ 
Foundations

+ regional 
authorities 

National Target: 
5% for Joint R&I 
programmes



Why do they exist?

Help the European Research Area overcome fragmentation of 
R&I landscape
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Set 
technological 

direction

Development/

Scale

Link R&I to 
policy links

Create market 
conditions 

/Demand side 
policies

Address strategic areas when Horizon Europe alone cannot 
tackle.



Current constellation of partnerships
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• Factories of the 
Future

• Energy Efficient 
Buildings

• European 
Green Vehicles 
Association

• Sustainable 
process 
Industries

• Photonics 21
• HPC

• Innovative Medicine (IMI)
• Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 

(FCH)
• Clean Sky
• Biobased Industries
• Shift2rail
• ECSEL, SESAR, EURO HPC



Simplified – impact driven partnerships
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Main difference in the legal form



New categorization – explained (1/3)

19/7/2021

Partnerships in Horizon Europe

8

1. CO-FUNDED Partnerships (16)

› Centralised blending of EU – National, and other R&I programmes

› Core consortium: programme managers + research funders 

across Member States

› Legal form: Grant agreement between the EU + the core 

consortium 

› EU Contribution: 30%

› Joint calls & additional initiatives: After elaboration of a 

common agenda

• Organised centrally

• Project beneficiaries are funded at national level

› EU contribution: 2,2 bn euros



New categorization – explained (2/3)
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2. CO-PROGRAMMED Partnerships (12)

› Consortium: EU, Member States/Associated Countries, other 

stakeholders 

› Legal form: Based on MoUs/contractual arrangements between 

partners – EC

• Association: back office work/coordination of the partnership

• Commitments (financial/in kind) by the partners

› Joint calls: Under Horizon Europe Work Programmes based on 

strategic research agendas

› EU Contribution: 8,4 billion euros



New categorization – explained (3/3)
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3. INSTITUTIONALISED partnerships

› Legal framework: Art. 185, 187, EIT Regulation

› Pre-conditions: Only when expected impacts are not achieved 

otherwise

› Legal structure: Requires EU legislation setting up new structures  

---- High degree of integration

› Key partners (members): EU + Industry and other stakeholders. 

• EIT KICs: Higher Education Institutions, Research organisations, 

Companies and other stakeholders

› Financial contributions: Central management

• Required of all partners 

› EU Contribution: 10,8 bn euros + 2,6 for KICs



Old and new
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Common elements of Horizon Europe partnerships
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› Strategic orientation

• Contribution to achieving policy objectives (Green Deal, Europe fit 

for the Digital Age), Industrial strategy

› Key conditions for launching partnerships

• Strategic Research & Innovation Agenda (SRIA)

• Ex-ante commitment from partners to mobilise resources and 

investment

› Implementation via Annual Work Programmes

› Systemic approach: Portfolio beyond technological development



Current candidate partnerships
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Time-line
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› 2018: Identification of priorities

› 2018-2020: Consultation with Member states

› 2021: Strategic Plan 2021-2024

› 2021 - June: Launch of co-programmed partnerships - June 2021

› 2021 - Q1: Adoption of commission proposals for Metrology & 9 

Undertakings (Article 185-187)

› 2021 – Q4: Launch of first co-funded partnerships

› 2022 – Q1: Signature of the grant agreement with ministries and 

national authorities, research funders



Greek participation in Horizon EU partnerships for 
2021-222
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1M euro/y/
partnership

15 M euro 
for Horizon Europe



How to participate  - Membership(entity level)

Eligibility of participants dependent on the type of partnership
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CO-FUNDED + HPC + Key Digital Technologies:  

› Upon participation of Member-States

› Individual applicants apply to call for proposals

CO-PROGRAMMED & INSTITUTIONALISED

› Direct membership at the association level that is contracted to the 

EU

› Call for proposals 

• Co-Programmed: Open to all applicants

• Institutionalised: Calls Open for non members + Closed for members



Benefits for membership at entity level (research, 
academia, other stakeholders)

Except CO-FUNDED
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› Have a say at strategic agendas for research & innovation

› Networking with counterparts and other multi-actor networks

› Joint research with counterparts within framework programmes, the 

partnerships own activities, etc.



Greek figures for ERA NETs
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Comparative figures with EU-13 (part of the widening 
group)
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CO-FUND Statistics
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EU Ranking in partnership related activities
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Top performing organisations in Partnerships vs H2020
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European Research & Innovation Days
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Source: https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/events/upcoming-
events/research-innovation-days

https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/events/upcoming-events/research-innovation-days


Useful information
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› Horizon Europe partnerships: https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-

and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-

and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-

europe_en

› ERA-LEARN: https://www.era-learn.eu/

› FAQ: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovatio

n/funding/documents/ec_rtd_european-partnerships-faq.pdf

› Regulation establishing the Horizon Europe : https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52018PC0435

› Study on the monitoring: A robust and harmonised framework for 

reporting and monitoring European Partnerships in Horizon Europe -

Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-europe_en
https://www.era-learn.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/funding/documents/ec_rtd_european-partnerships-faq.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52018PC0435
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6b63295f-d305-11eb-ac72-01aa75ed71a1


Website: www.praxinetwork.gr
e-mail: praxi@praxinetwork.gr

praxinetwork

Thank you
for your attention

Vassiliki Kalodimou

funding@uoa.gr
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Visit our new website 
www.horizoneurope.gr

http://www.horizoneurope.gr/

